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The American Civil War and Reconstruction: Diversity and Democracy

Examines the causes, character, and consequences of the two great American 
tragedies: the Civil War and Reconstruction, from the mid-19th century to 1877 
from the perspective of democracy and diversity. Students who successfully 
complete the course will demonstrate knowledge about the failure of antebellum 
political mechanisms the growth of sectionalism justifications for and against 
secession and the methods and implications of war. Students will also gain a 
deeper understanding of the different democratic systems underpinning the 
conflict, efforts to reradiate southern slavery, racism, separatism and the promises, 
failures, and continuing legacy of the Reconstruction Era.

______________________________________________________________________

LAR 202: Integrative Seminar: Democracy and Diversity

In a collaborative setting, students will apply and integrate knowledge and experiences to 
examine complex questions related to democracy and diversity from multiple 
perspectives.  This course can address far-reaching issues that are enduring or 
contemporary in areas such as culture and values, science and society, global 
interdependence, citizenship, or human dignity and freedom.  (Sophomore status, and 
successful completion of LAR 101 or equivalent, 3 credits)

Students will:
Recognize multiple social, political, religious, cultural or global perspectives on complex 
issues.
Use reflection to examine their distinctive voices and to explore how they will connect 



knowledge across disciplines and experiences to shape their values and goals.

------------------------------------------------------------------------
Foundational Area of Knowledge Outcome:

Community and Identity
Students will gain a greater understanding of themselves and the communities in 
which they live and work, and how identity is formed through the interaction of the 
individual and larger society.  

Additional Course Outcomes:

After completing this course, students should be able to:

Analyze important texts and ideas (demonstrated through research in primary documents 
as well as secondary interpretive essays)
Understand the historical context surrounding significant events on the fundamentals of 
the American Civil War and Reconstruction (demonstrated through written essays and in-
class discussion and discussion boards)
Display improved skills in persuasion both in discussion and in written form. Enhance 
leadership and collaboration skills through group discussions and presentations. 
(Discussion boards)
Demonstrate an increase in empathy – an understanding that key issues have multiple 
human perspectives (demonstrated through discussion boards,  reflective essays.
Compare the problems and possibilities in establishing a representative democracy with 
diversity across the Northern and Southern cultures (demonstrated through reflective 
essays..

Required Text:



Catton, Bruce, The Civil War.

Series: American Heritage Books
Paperback: 400 pages
Publisher: Mariner Books; Reprint edition (December 14, 2004)
Language: English
ISBN-10: 0618001875
ISBN-13: 978-0618001873
This is a paperback! You can purchase it used if you want!

Supplementary Materials:

The Civil War,   Ken Burns Video Series

Glory,  Story of the 54th Mass Regiment Video

Gilder Lehrman     HYPERLINK "http://www.gilderlehrman.com" 
http://www.gilderlehrman.com

Democracy vs Republic  HYPERLINK "http://www.diffen.com/
difference/Democracy_vs_Republic" http://www.diffen.com/difference/
Democracy_vs_Republic

Diversity, The Invention of a Concept, Peter Wood

The Real History of Slavery, Thomas Sowell

The Disuniting of America, Arthur Schlesinger Jr.

Learning Strategies:

This course will use these learning strategies;
Online Lectures
Online Discussion Board



Videos and You Tube Video clips
Assigned readings within a text and additional readings
Reflection Essays

_______________________________________________________________________
Assessment and Grading Rubric

This course will consist of written reflection essays and assignments, discussion 
and discussion board posts and a final wiki project.

If you have any questions about your assignments and assessments,
please let me know and I will give you assistance.

If you need additional time for your work due to illness or special situation please 
let me know and we can work out a different time schedule. 

You must complete 75% of the course work before you are eligible to get an 
incomplete.

Assessment Policy

Short Reflection Essays---------------------------------  10 point each (8 papers)
Discussion Boards-----------------------------------------  5 points each (weekly)
Live Text Intellectuals Skills Paper--------------------- 100 points
Live Text Reflection Paper/Essay-----------------------Pass/Fail

Academic Integrity Policy

The Doane College Academic Integrity Policy will be adhered to in this class.  All 
projects and tests will represent your own work.  Any use of others’ ideas and words 
without proper citation of sources is plagiarism and will result in penalties to be 
determined by the instructor and/or the dean of undergraduate studies. 

Grading Scale

90%-100% A



80-89 B
70-79 C
60-69 D
Below 60 F

I have a set of grading standards that I plan to follow on each area of 
the work in this course. See Grading Standards.

My Grading Standards

The text below defines the outlines of the standards for the grades of A, B, C, D, and F, in 
my classes at Doane University.

A   implies excellence in written and oral presentation, performance, attendance,
discussion, class participation and attitude. It is the highest level of professionalism in my 
classes. The work is, on the whole, not only clear, precise, and well-reasoned, but 
insightful as well.

B   implies above average in written and oral presentation, performance, attendance, 
discussion, class participation and attitude. It is the next level of professionalism in my 
classes. The work is, on the whole, not only clear, precise, and well-reasoned, but does 
not have the depth of insight.

C   implies average in written and oral presentation, performance, attendance, discussion, 
class participation and attitude. It is the next assessment level in my classes. The work is, 
on the whole, inconsistently clear, precise, and well-reasoned, and does not have the 
depth of insight or even consistent competence. This level of work is not acceptable for 
consideration for continuation in either  undergraduate  or graduate courses.

D   implies below average work in written and oral presentation, performance, 
attendance, discussion, class participation and attitude. It is the next assessment level in 
my classes. On the whole, the student tries to get through the course by means of rote 
recall, attempting to acquire knowledge by memorization rather than through 
comprehension and understanding. The work is also inconsistently clear, precise, and 
well reasoned, and does not have the depth of insight or even consistent competence. This 
level of work is not acceptable for consideration for continuation in either undergraduate 
or graduate courses.



F   implies unacceptable work in written and oral presentation, performance, attendance, 
discussion, class participation and attitude. It is the next assessment level in my classes. 
On the whole, the student tries to get through the course by means of rote recall, 
attempting to acquire knowledge by memorization rather than through comprehension 
and understanding. The work is also inconsistently clear, precise, and well reasoned, and 
does not have the depth of insight or even consistent competence. This level of work is 
not acceptable for consideration for continuation in either undergraduate or graduate 
courses.

Caveat: Due to the constructivist nature of this course the above schedule and
procedures  are subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances.


